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Spring brings a change in the
weather and possibly in you and
me. After a long cold snowy winter
most of us are ready for warm
weather, new growth, trees bud-
ding, spring flowers shooting up
from the thawed ground. We are
ready to smell fresh cut grass. We
are ready to work the soil getting
our hands dirty from planting the
perennial flowers in the flowerbed.
We want to venture outdoors and
feel the warmth of the sun remov-
ing the winter chill from our bones.

Spring also brings us to Easter!
Resurrection! Life! Change! Jesus
has risen from the dead. What ex-
citement revolves around that
Good News? The history of the
world has been changed forever.
Jesus cold lifeless body was laid in
the grave. Women wept, men kept
their distance. Sadness and a range
of emotions swept through His
followers. The hope, the possibili-
ties, the fulfillment of prophecy
were all gone now as that dark
Friday came to a close and the
stone is rolled in front of the tomb.
Yet one more surprise loomed in
the horizon.

The first day of the week finds
some ladies headed for the tomb.
The women are loaded down with
the spices and perfumes that will
complete the burial of Jesus body.
Yet when they arrive at the grave
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Message

the stone in front of the tomb is
rolled away. Two heavenly beings
i mpl ore them,
for the living
What do the women do? Run
home, shut the door behind them
jump into bed screaming
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curred.

The women run back to tell
the other disci
from the dead. o
news! It is such great news that it
needs to be proclaimed from
rooftops, mountain tops, street
corners, pulpits, work places, liv-
ing rooms and at every opportu-
nity.

| hope you
are excited that
Jesus rose from
the grave! So
excited thatyou gme. . ©
want to tell T SR Y
someone that -
Jesus is alive. {

Once the angels

delivered their

message to the women, they were
not seen again. After that first
announcement, God has relied on
all believers in Christ to be like
those women and proclaim Jesus
life, death and resurrection to

others.
As the word of Jesus resurrec-
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tion spread from one person to
the next, it has reached across

ages to reach you and me in
2010. There are those in our day
who have no idea that Jesus is
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They can have the opportunity
to know Christ as their Savior
larel £ ard wheh gos and | takes
kb tamie to prachaitm she risénc
Savior to them. Ask the Lord of
the harvest to open up opportu-
nities for you to share Jesus with
someone who needs the Savior.
Easter brings us change,
hope, life and possibilities not
just for one
day of the
year.
Rather,
every day
of the year
is filled with
Godods
derful gift
of grace for
you and me as well as for anyon
who needs the salvation Christ
won for men and women
through His death and resurrec-

tion.

Give "'em heaven, Pastor
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World Day of Prayer

World Day of Prayer was hosted by Hope Lutheran
Church on Friday, March 5. Thanks to all who at-
tended, to those who helped prepare food and those

who helped serve.

Ever wanted to join a
Bible Study, but didn't want
to commit for the long
haul?Here's your chance,
ladies, only four weeks long.
The small book, "A
Savvy Christian's Guide to
life" by Tracey D. Lawrence
tackles thought provoking
life issues for Christians and
will be the basis for the
study. There are 40 topics
to choose from including
"How do | say "no" to one
more thing? "How do | fight
consumerism?", "Does God still perform miracles
today?" and "How do | parent a rebellious child?"
The group will decide which lessons to study at
the first meeting.Meetings will be Sundays April

11, 18, 25 and May 2 at 6:30 p.m. at Becky Bell's house,
118 New Hudson Rd.Coffee, tea, and a light dessert

will be enjoyed. _
Let Becky Bell (330.562.7895) or Lori Foster know

you and the number of your friends that are coming so

we can take enough calories out of the desserts.
Remember, just four weeks.

Hope Team leaders are

Chris Schwed Discipleship Team
Dave Kanengeiser Worship Team
Bob Mihalak Business Team
Kate Cardaman Education Team

Questions, concerns, comments can be
directed to them.

Easter spells out beauty, the rare beauty of new life. ~S.D. Gordon




